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The book then tells the story of the final events of the earth, the
victory of Jesus over evil and the creation of the New Heaven
and New Earth. Much of the content is symbolic and visual, and
therefore care is needed to understand it and to look at the big
themes and principles rather than trying to identify specific
predictions of future dates or characters.
As Martin Lloyd-Jones explains:
“And why was the book of Revelation written? It was not written
primarily, let me assure you, in order that people might be able
to work out the date of the end of the world! That is a very
grievous misunderstanding of that book. The book of Revelation
was written in order that God’s people who were passing through
terrible persecutions and terrible adversity might be able to go
on rejoicing. It is a book that showed them the ultimate victory
of the Lord over Satan and all the other forces of evil.”
Revelation shows that the questions raised in Genesis will be
answered. The book describes how the earth that was subject
to decay and people who were subject to death because of
our rebellion against God will be restored and made fully new.
It is therefore a great book of hope that God’s promise to solve
the great divide between heaven and earth will one day be fully
known. One day the dwelling of God will be with people again and
we will be with him in Eden restored. As chapter 21 describes:
“I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Look! God’s
dwelling-place is now among the people, and he will dwell with
them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them
and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There
will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old
order of things has passed away.’.”

Summary

The literary style of the book of Revelation is apocalyptic, but
in contrast to other apocalyptists, John presents a vision of the
future which offers hope and renewal.
The Apostle and Disciple John wrote Revelation around 95AD
from the Island of Patmos, a small island between Greece and
Turkey in the Aegean sea. He writes to Christians who under
fierce persecution from Emperor Domitian, who made it
mandatory for everyone to worship him and call him Lord. This
came in direct opposition to their Christian faith to call Jesus, and
only Jesus, Lord.
Revelation begins with seven letters to ‘the seven churches in
the province of Asia’, western Turkey today. These letters are
given to the churches direct from God and John is simply the
messenger who delivers them. Each letter is a challenge to the
churches to prevail and not let their first love for the Lord go cold.

It may not be clear when these events will take place, but what
is clear is that Jesus will return and he invites us now to drink
his water of life, know the healing of his forgiveness and look
forward to entering the new creation city of life. The final words
of the Bible are of Jesus saying he is coming soon.
Amen. Come Lord Jesus!

Further thinking

Read Revelation 1:1-3:22
Revelation starts with Jesus ‘writing’ to his churches. What are
Jesus’ longings, concerns and promises for each church? In what
ways do we need to hear what the Spirit says to us from this?
Read Revelation 21:1-22:21
Revelation ends with a picture of the restored new creation.
Why is this so little talked about by Christians? Look at each
statement of the future and ask how these truths of the future
change how you think, speak and act in the present.
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